
D
ow

nloaded
from

https://journals.lw
w
.com

/academ
icm

edicine
by

BhD
M
f5ePH

Kav1zEoum
1tQ

fN
4a+kJLhEZgbsIH

o4XM
i0hC

yw
C
X1AW

nYQ
p/IlQ

rH
D
3KirptPALrnC

71pQ
BO

ooedO
M
AbkB9xPum

v/ZXBz31W
EM

G
cW

4Q
vjxkeg==

on
11/01/2019

Downloadedfromhttps://journals.lww.com/academicmedicinebyBhDMf5ePHKav1zEoum1tQfN4a+kJLhEZgbsIHo4XMi0hCywCX1AWnYQp/IlQrHD3KirptPALrnC71pQBOooedOMAbkB9xPumv/ZXBz31WEMGcW4Qvjxkeg==on11/01/2019

Perspective

Academic Medicine, Vol. 89, No. 9 / September 2014 1219

at the expense of efficiency. Med Care. 
2014;52:99–100.

	15	 Gottlieb S, Emanuel EJ. No, there won’t 
be a doctor shortage. New York Times. 
December 4, 2013. http://www.nytimes.
com/2013/12/05/opinion/no-there-wont- 
be-a-doctor-shortage.html. Accessed  
May 6, 2014.

	16	 Bates J, Konkin J, Suddards C, Dobson S, 
Pratt D. Student perceptions of assessment 
and feedback in longitudinal integrated 
clerkships. Med Educ. 2013;47:362–374.

	17	 Berwick DM, Finkelstein JA. Preparing 
medical students for the continual 
improvement of health and health care: 
Abraham Flexner and the new “public 
interest.” Acad Med. 2010;85(9 suppl): 
S56–S65.

	18	 Luengo-Oroz MA, Arranz A, Frean 
J. Crowdsourcing malaria parasite 
quantification: An online game for  
analyzing images of infected thick  
blood smears. J Med Internet Res. 2012; 
14:e167.

	19	 Kaye J, Hawkins N. Data sharing policy 
design for consortia: Challenges for 
sustainability. Genome Med. 2014;29:4.

	20	 Association of American Medical Colleges. 
Medical School Financial Data: Academic 
Expenses, Funding Sources, and Faculty 
Compensation Project. Washington, DC: 
Association of American Medical Colleges; 
2013.

	21	 Wessel M, Christensen CM. Surviving 
disruption. Harv Bus Rev. December 
2012:56–64.

My painting The Orphans honors baby 
Cephas, an AIDS orphan in Zambia, 
Africa. He was taken to a clinic because 
of severe dehydration secondary to 
gastroenteritis. Overnight, Cephas’s 
peripheral IV catheter fell out, and 
since there was not another catheter in 
the clinic, he received no further fluids. 
Cephas died the next day.

In the painting, the orphans stand in 
a Kitwe cemetery holding their sheet 
metal “gravestones.” A sea of red earth 
mounds representing the graves of 
children dead from AIDS surrounds 
them. For the same reason I painted 
The Orphans I wrote the poem "Baby 
Cephas" to remind us that poverty-
stricken orphans die every day.

Baby Cephas

Rain pounded the earth his funeral day
As women huddling under a torn
Umbrella wailed a Bemban dirge, broken
By thunder that cracked like the black pastor’s
Fist banging his thick Bible as he knelt down
Over baby Cephas’s small pine box
Asking God if the pouring rain was Him
Crying over all the dying orphans
Piling up under the earth? Then we should
Build another ark because the tears are
Going to flood this land. The rain ceased and
Light rays glowed through the purple clouds
That gleamed down on baby Cephas’s grave.

The rasp of the gravedigger’s shovel jabbed
The damp air as we trudged away. The thud
Of wet earth dumped onto the wood casket
Echoed like a drum as we plodded through pools
Of red sludge. The thick mud stuck to our shoes
Clinging to us like orphans who begged us
Not to leave them alone again.
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