Pediatrics 2017 Annual Report – Division Highlights
Child Abuse and Bioethics
DIVISION DESCRIPTION
The Division of Child Abuse and Bioethics works through the University of Wisconsin American Family
Children’s Hospital Child Protection Program to provide clinical services for suspected cases of child
maltreatment and neglect.
Education and research efforts aim to improve the recognition, diagnosis, and treatment of child abuse
victims, including physical abuse, child torture, sexual abuse, child neglect and medical child abuse.
Our faculty also provide consultation on ethical issues in clinical care and research, help frame national
and international debates on a variety of bioethical issues, and provide education in ethical issues in
health care and human subjects research.
2017 HIGHLIGHTS
•

Barbara Knox, MD, is a site co-investigator on a new $709,000 grant from the Patient-Centered
Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) that aims to demonstrate the feasibility and efficacy of an
electronic health-record–based child abuse clinical decision support system. The grant, led by
Rachel Berger, MD, child advocacy center chief at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center,
was awarded in 2017; data collection will begin in 2018.
In addition, in 2017, Dr. Knox gave a total of 48 educational presentations (18 at the UW School
of Medicine and Public Health and UW Health, five statewide, and 25 nationwide) on child abuse
to clinicians, staff, learners and/or legal, law enforcement and social services professionals.

•

The division continued efforts in support of UW Health’s ‘Hitting Hurts' initiative
(https://www.uwhealthkids.org/child-protection/hitting-hurts-parents-kids-and-effectivediscipline/49204), which has resulted in "No Hit Zones" in its facilities and public education about
the risks of using corporal punishment on children.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Luyet F, Feldman K, Knox BL. The big black brain: Subdural hemorrhage with hemispheric
swelling and low attenuation. J Child Adolesc Trauma. 2017. doi: 10.1007/s40653-017-0132-5.

GRANT SUPPORT
.
Faculty/Role
Fost, Norman (collaborator) with
Schwarze, Gretchen (PI)

Funding Agency
Greenwall (Frank and Anna)
Foundation

Title
Failure to die in time: exploration
of experiences and attitudes of
family members of donors

involved in donation after
circulatory death

